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Voting Opens to the Public                                                  
Friday, October 6th                       

through                                                        
Friday, October 20th 

Cast Your Vote  
Support the Arts!                                              

Vote for your favorite Best Foot entry! 

People’s Choice Award is a fundraiser to support Besser 

Museum’s Fine Art Collections, Exhibits and Art 

Programs.  

Every paid museum admission will receive one ballot to 

cast a vote.  You may purchase extra voting ballots for 

$1.00 each.  The top five artists will receive a $100.00 

cash award each.  

People’s Choice Award Winners will be announced on 

Saturday, October 21st  between 3pm and 5pm during the 

opening exhibit reception. Refreshments at the reception 

will be provided by the Besser Museum Founders 

Society.  

All proceeds from BEST FOOT will go toward framing 

one of the museum’s permanent Fine Art collections for 

exhibit in 2018.  You be the judge. You will also get to 

cast a vote for which collection will be framed for the 

2018 Fine Art Exhibit.  

Best Foot Art Exhibit Opening Reception, Saturday, October 21st, 3pm - 5pm 



 

Passages 
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Upcoming Events:  
Fall Harvest Fossil Fest - Saturday, October 7th, 12pm - 4pm 

Best Foot Non-Juried Art Exhibit Peoples’ Choice: Voting Opens October 6th - October 20th 

Best Foot Non-Juried Art Exhibit Opening Reception - Saturday, October 21st, 3pm - 5pm 

Season of  Light Opening Reception - Saturday, November 18th, 6pm - 8pm 

Now Playing                                                   
in the Planetarium                            

TUESDAY - FRIDAY  

12:00 pm  Two Small Pieces of Glass                         
2:00 pm  Michigan Skies Live 

SATURDAY 

12:00 pm Two Small Pieces of Glass             
1:00 pm Dark Matter Mystery                                 
2:00 pm Michigan Skies Live                         
3:00 pm Two Small Pieces of Glass               
4:00 pm Dark Matter Mystery      

 

All shows are approximately 45 minutes 
long. Because of the darkness in the theater, 
there is no late seating.                                     
Please check website for details 

Two Small Pieces of Glass: The History of the Amazing Telescope 

Two Small Pieces of Glass takes you on a journey of discovery 
through 400 years of history.  Learn how the telescope has helped 
us understand our place in space and how telescopes continue to 
expand our understanding of the universe. 

Michigan Skies Live: Explore Your Sky! 

Michigan Skies Live is a live, interactive show that will take you 
on a tour of the best and brightest objects above your heads.  
Explore the stars and find constellations, planets, galaxies and 
more.  The show changes as the sky does, so come back again and 
again for a new experience! 

Dark Matter Mystery: Exploring a Cosmic Secret 

Dark Matter Mystery explores the most astonishing and 
perplexing discoveries of the 21st century: 25% of the universe is 
dark matter and we have no idea what dark matter is made of.  
This planetarium show takes you on the quest for dark matter 
from the beginning of the search to the latest experiments deep 
beneath the Earth and high above the atmosphere. 

Digital Dome Planetarium Theater                                                                   
Schedule and Upcoming Events 

Tickets for the Planetarium Shows: $5 per person                                                                             
Special Daily Bundle Package: 2 shows $8 - 3 shows $12                                                             

(Good only for the shows on the day the package is purchased) 

$10 Value    Expires 12/31/17 

BUY ONE ADMISSION - GET ONE FREE                                                              
Museum and/or Planetarium Admission                                                                

* LAFARGE FOSSIL PARK * NATIVE AMERICAN EXHIBIT * HISTORIC VILLAGE * ANIMAL EXHIBIT *  

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ALL YEAR LONG: Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun 12pm - 4pm 
PLANETARIUM OPEN TUESDAYS - SATURDAYS: Check website for schedules 

* GREAT LAKES FISHERIES HERITAGE EXHIBIT * ALPENA FLYER * BESSER COMPANY EXHIBIT * ART EXHIBIT * 



Other Fall Harvest Fossil Fest Favorites 

General Admission is $1.00 per person - Planetarium Shows are $1.00 per person 

 The Founders Society is made up of people who are 

interested in supporting our Besser Museum 

activities, such as the upcoming “Fall Harvest Day” 

on October 7th. We would appreciate donations of 

homemade (or bakery-made) pies to slice and sell to 

guests at the museum that day. We’ll also be selling 

hot dogs and popcorn. It’s one of our major 

fundraisers of the year, and also provides an 

opportunity for families to enjoy inexpensive food 

while they are participating in the activities 

(everything is just $1 each.) If you are willing to 

donate a pie, please bring it to the museum either 

Friday, Oct. 6th, or on the morning of Oct. 7th.  And 

also please consider becoming a member of the 

Founders Society for just $10 a year, in addition to 

your annual museum membership.  We’d love to 

The Besser Museum  
Founders Society  

Flavors of  Fall Bake Sale. 

Alpena Antique Tractor Club                       

Apple Cider Press 

Members from the Alpena 

Antique Tractor Club will be 

demonstrating the apples cider 

press and providing  delicious 

samples of fresh apple cider.  

Move to the Music of  the 

KOPYKATZ 

Band members,                                                            

Wayne Kendziorski,                                   

Dan Ager, Rick LaCross will                                     

fill the festival with musical                       

favorites. KOPYKATZ will have you 

clapping, dancing and singing along.                               

There will be music in the air for all to enjoy.  

Historical Buildings Tours                    Old Fashioned Games                       

Girl Scouts will be hosting a sing-a-long in the Spratt Church 

Sponsored by Lafarge Alpena Plant and Specification Stone Products 

Take a Free Bus Tour to the                                   

Lafarge Alpena Plant and                                  

Specification Stone Products                                

to see and learn more about                                                  

Limestone Quarries. 

Hunt for Devonian fossils in 

the museum’s fossil park with 

expert fossil hunter, Paleo Joe.  

Joseph “PaleoJoe” Kchodl      

is an award winning 

paleontologist, author and 

storyteller.  For more 

information about                     

Paleo Joe visit 

www.paleojoe.com 

ROCK & ROLL 

WITH PALEO JOE 

General Admission is $1.00 per person - Planetarium Shows are $1.00 per person 

Fall Harvest Fossil Fest 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7TH, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 



      DARK SKY PARK EVENTS                                            
Surrounded by beauty both day and night, Northeast Michigan is a nature-lover’s paradise. Boating, hiking, 
kayaking, biking, along with snorkeling and diving are just a few ways people enjoy the great outdoors. And with 
designated Dark Sky Preserves at Rockport, Negwegon, and Thompson Harbor State Parks, the wonder of the 
universe is also yours to enjoy. Dark Sky Preserves are protected against light pollution and are ideal locations for 
stargazing. All you have to do is look up! The DNR State Parks, Friends of Rockport, Friends of Negwegon, the 
Besser Museum, and the Headlands International Dark Sky Park all want you to enjoy the beauty of the night sky.  

 
Dragons, Lions, and Bears! Creatures of the night sky and their tails                                                        
Negwegon State Park, Friday, September 29th, 6:45 pm - 10:00 pm                                                                                                                                                                                              
On September 29th, from 7 pm to 10 pm, the public is invited to come out to Negwegon State Park to see the 
stars and hear Mary Stewart Adams, Director of Headlands International Dark Sky Park tell the tales of the most 
ferocious creatures in the sky during the “Dragons, Lions, and Bears” star gazing event.  Besser Museum will 
provide telescopes for night sky observing.  Come and celebrate the history, art, science, and poetry of the night 
sky! *A DNR Recreation Passport is required to enter all Michigan State parks.  

 
Harvest Moon Dark Sky Cruise                                                                                                                  
Friday, October 6th, 7:00 pm - Midnight                                                                                                                                  

As part of this year’s Lake Huron Discovery Tour celebration, the Friends of Thunder Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary and the Besser Museum are teaming up to offer a Harvest Moon Dark Sky Cruise.                                   
Tickets are $40 per person and can be purchased online at alpenashipwrecktours.com, at the Sanctuary Store 

in advance, or by phone: 989-884-6200.  

Co-hosted by Friends of Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary and the Besser Museum, the evening event 
will begin at 6:15 p.m. with a prelude to the cruise at the Besser Museum Planetarium for those who would like 
a preview of what they will be exploring under the stars during the cruise. Boarding on the Lady Michigan will 

be at 6:45 p.m. at the NOAA Great Lakes Maritime Heritage Center boarding area on the Thunder Bay River 
side.                                                                                                                                                                                            
To ensure the best dark sky exploration experience for all, only 60 tickets will be available for the event. The 

program on the boat will include two sessions on the upper deck for 30 people at a time. Hot apple cider, donuts, 
and other fall favorites will be served on the heated lower deck, along with maritime and star-gazing music and 
trivia. Michigan wine and beer will be available for sale. For more information visit call 989-884-6210, or visit 
thunderbayfriends.org.  

 
Northern Night of Deep Sky Wonders                                                                                                                   
Rockport State Recreation Park, Saturday, October 21st, 7:00 pm - Midnight                                                                                                                                  
On October 21 from 7 pm to 10 pm, the public is invited to explore the night sky at Rockport State Recreation 
Area with the Besser Museum, members of the Sunset Astronomical Society, and Friends of Rockport.  An 
abundance of deep sky objects will be visible through different telescopes and experienced astronomers will be 
on hand to answer any question you can think of! *A DNR Recreation Passport is required to enter all Michigan State parks.     
 

 
Bring blankets, chairs, and flashlights covered with a red cloth or red tape.  

*A DNR Recreation Passport is required to enter all Michigan State parks. Passports will be available for purchase at 

the park gates. For more information: call Hoeft State Park 989-734-2543 or Harrisville State Park Office at 989-724-5126 

For more information on all events visit www.bessermuseum.org or US 23 Heritage Route at www.us23heritageroute.org  



The Besser Museum’s educational outreach department has 
developed a series of different educational programs themed 
to highlight Alpena’s community and heritage. The series of 
Free Family Discovery Days will be based on the elements 
of STEAM (science and technology interpreted through 
engineering and the arts, all based in mathematical 
elements).  
 
Through the utilization of the new digital dome planetarium 
theater and collaboration between museum staff, volunteers, 
and community partners, the whole family will enjoy 
participating in the “Full STEAM Ahead” hands-on learning 
activities.  Besser Museum’s “Full STEAM Ahead” Free 
Family Discovery Days are funded through a 2017 Alpena 
County Youth and Recreation grant.                                                      
For more information visit www.bessermuseum.org.  

Christmas is just around the corner 
The Besser Museum will start to ‘deck the halls’ for the Season of Light Christmas exhibit the last week of 

October. The Season of Light exhibit opens on Saturday, November 18th at the annual Season Light Reception.  

Volunteers are always needed to help quickly transform the museum into a winter wonderland filled with a variety 

of Christmas trees, villages and vignettes.   

Volunteer artists, DeLynn Medina and Marilyn Thom have already started creating a little 

Christmas Mischief.  The two are sketching out lots of gnomes for parts of this year’s 

exhibit. The Christmas gnome is well-known throughout Europe and in Scandinavian 

cultures. These mischievous characters are sure to delight visitors young and old. If you 

would like to help create some Christmas magic at the museum this year, you are welcome to 

join DeLynn and Marilyn in painting the gnomes.  You are also welcome to join us in 

decorating trees and setting up the Christmas village. For more information or to volunteer call 989-356-2202. 

 

Unique gift ideas 

 

Don’t forget to stop by the Besser Museum Gift Shop this holiday season and check out the 

unique gift ideas, many made by local artists. Costume jewelry including Fordite, Petoskey 

Stone and Pudding Stone necklaces. Judy Dawley’s prints and book sets, A Year in Alpena and 

Alpena Once More, make great gifts for that special someone on your shopping list.                   

You’ll also find fun stocking stuffers.                                                                                                     

Besser Museum members receive a 10% discount on gift shop purchases.  

Season of Light Christmas Gala 
Kick off your holiday season at the opening reception of the Season of Light exhibit. Spend an evening with friends 

surrounded by beautiful Christmas decorations, music, refreshments, and good cheer. Tickets are $15 per person 

and includes admission, a planetarium show and a chance to win a beautiful door prize.  There will be a cash bar.   

To purchase tickets for the Saturday, November 18th Season of Light Gala call or stop by the museum.  



PLEASE JOIN TODAY 


